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Lethal weapon

Swine flu cases are on the increase and for
many employees, contracting the virus provides
the perfect ammunition. By Kate Hilpern

MPLOYERS who fail m
prodect st from swine Au
could face expensive personal
inmju r.l.-cl:lim':. ]w.rl.'n.'r: have warnsc

Till Anddresay, an 4,'n1p||:|:.-'n1|,'n|:
Lawyer ar Drasons LLE ephiins:
Emplavers have a general duty
wnsher health anmd .':al‘:c'r_r' ||.-[:i5|arinn
to take resonable steps o procec
their emplojees.

But Charles Maber of Marsden
Fawsthom salicitors, isnt sure thar
Lawausitz will happen in pracrice.
“Staff would have grear difficulty in
proving they had conrracred swine
fu in the workplice,”

Monetheles, even Mahe
betioves emplayees can expect
certain things - nor least o

be miade sware ot the medical
guidance set by the Governmen
Even if vou don't see a dactor,
bur are rensonably cermin vou have
savime flu, Yl shcldn’t hl_‘|l'|'.|.'
brack vowork., Lauren Harkin,
fram Lamon & Co solicrbars,
poinis gut; “The ['l'n.'parrnl.um af
Health is considering doubling the
amount of time that staff can sign
thmmselyvis ol lrom wark withous
a docrors note e up o 1 days,”
B Far the miost sensible
employers, according w hwvers,
are thase wha draw up a “swine
fiur policy’, which deals motanly
with the position of staff, bur also
cantaing contingency plans if large
numbers are ill ar the same time,

Edward Wanambawa,
partner ar Chd
Murray LLP does
firemse the passibiliey
af litigarion arising
under discrimination
bgslagian thaiugh. Fes

ﬂ:iln'lFllL'. “'hﬁm'ﬂ'lplﬂ:ﬂ.'rﬁ
have applisd their discretion
w0 Aexible working o sick
unlJ dl.T.lL'l'ldLTll. |I.':|".'I.'. L1k}
whar is Fh.'l.‘l:-l.'i'ﬂ.'l.‘l o be an
||||'|l.'q|.|ﬂ| T M.

[y other words, if your younger,
miore semior male colleagues are
albewed 1o work from hame w
avoid swine flu o are allowed
o sty home vo leok afver ther
urwell parmers andfar children,

Law Advizory Services, belicves
employees must also ke
respongbiliny. Trdividuaks can ke
steps 1o avord carching swine flu -
it srarts with basic hypiene such &
using a tisae when you snees: and

while you — 2 middle-aged wornan
i jundor roke — have your
reguests repeitedly wmed dawn
for o oo resson, vou may
indeed have a kegal case.

Huowever, Fener Maamey, hed

of consulmncy ar Employment then washing your hands.



